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A	Historical	Overview	of	Exhibi,ng	Fashion	



1.	Pre-1970s:	a	general	approach	to	collec,ng	and	displaying	dresses	
	
2.	1970s-1990s:	developing	a	specialized	focus	on	collec,ng	and	
displaying	dresses	
	
3.	21st	Century:	more	experimental	curatorial	approach;	fashion	
exhibi,ons	going	global	
	
Aniko	Fukai,	Dress	and	Fashion	Museums,		
Berg	Encyclopedia	of	World	Dress	and	Fashion,	2010	



Britain	Can	Make	It,	V&A,	1946	



James Laver and his Taste and Fashion!



Cecil Beaton! Diana Vreeland!







Fashion: An Anthology !
by Cecil Beaton, V&A, 1971!













Inventive Clothes 
1909-1939, Met 
Museum, 1973!

The World of 
Balenciaga, Met 
Museum, 1973!



Opening night of 
Yves Saint Laurent 

exhibition, 1983!



https://m2m.tv/watch/
diana-vreeland-the-

eye-has-to-travel/films!

1:06:30!
1:11:38!



Diana Vreeland after Diana 
Vreeland, Fortuny Museum, 

2012!



Streetstyle: From 
Sidewalk to 

Catwalk  V&A  
1994!



Judith Clark 
Costume Gallery!





Giorgio Armani: A Retrospective, Guggenheim, 2000!



Armani/Silos!





Across Art and Fashion, Ferragamo Museo, 2016!



Case study one: 
Malign Muses/

Spectres!



Reappearance!



Nostalgia!



Locking in and Out!



Phantasmagoria!



Remixing it!



A New Distress!



Cabinet of Curiosities!

Pepper’s Ghost!



Madame Gres: Couture at Work, Musée Bourdelle, 2011 !



Schiaparelli and Prada: Impossible Conversations, Met Museum, 2012!



Case study two: !
Alexander McQueen: Savage Beauty!

http://
www.metmu
seum.org/
metmedia/

video/
collections/

ci/
mcqueen-
savage-
beauty!

















Conclusion!



The Vulgar: Fashion 
Redefined, Barbican, 

2016!



ExhibitingFashion

ExhibitingFashion@outlook.com !


